Programmed cell death in the embryonic vertebrate limb.
The developing limb bud provides one of the best examples in which programmed cell death exerts major morphogenetic functions. In this work, we revise the distribution and the developmental significance of cell death in the embryonic vertebrate limb and its control by the BMP signalling pathway. In addition, paying special attention to the interdigital apoptotic zones, we review current data concerning the intracellular death machinery implicated in mesodermal limb apoptosis.